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— TENDER CARE — — Advertorial

Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) marked its 90th Foundation Day
with the inauguration of six new branches across Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, further strengthening its presence and customer out-
reach in the region. New branches were opened at Bhathat,
Taramandal, Gorakhnath, and Sahjanwa in Gorakhpur District,
Pharenda in Maharajganj District, and Padrauna in Kushi Nagar
District. The expansion reflects the
Bank’s commitment to enhancing
banking access, promoting financial
inclusion, and delivering quality ser-
vices to customers across emerging
and high-potential locations. The
branch inaugurations were carried out
under the guidance and leadership of
Mr. Rajnish Kumar Gaurava, Chief
Regional Manager, Varanasi Region,
whose strategic vision has played a
pivotal role in the Bank’s regional
growth initiatives. Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Gaurava highlighted the significance of IOB’s con-
tinued expansion in Uttar Pradesh and reiterated the Bank’s ded-
ication to offering customer-centric digital and traditional bank-
ing solutions. He expressed confidence that the newly opened
branches would cater effectively to the banking needs of local
residents, traders, farmers, and small businesses. With the addi-
tion of these six branches, Indian Overseas Bank further accel-
erates its mission of empowering communities and supporting
socio-economic development as it enters its 90th year of service
to the nation.

State Bank of India (SBI), continues to reaffirm its strong com-
mitment to the welfare of society and inclusive growth through
various developmental and customer-centric initiatives.
Expanding its banking footprint in
unbanked and underserved areas
remains one of the Bank’s prime
responsibilities. In this context, SBI
Administrative Office (AO), Ballari,
inaugurated a new branch at D
Anthapura, an area that was previ-
ously unbanked with no formal bank-
ing presence. With the opening of this
branch, the total number of branches under SBI AO Ballari has
increased from 247 to 248, further strengthening financial inclu-
sion in the region. The branch was inaugurated by Bangalore
Circle Chief General Manager, Smt. Joohi Smita Sinha, in the
august presence of Ballari District Member of Parliament, Sri E.
Tukaram. The event was also graced by SBI General Manager,
Smt. Lekha Menon G, Deputy General Manager, AO Ballari, Sri
Alok Chandra, and Regional Manager, Sri Ravi B. Meshram,
along with other senior bank officials. Addressing the gathering,
CGM Smt. Joohi Smita Sinha highlighted the wide range of ini-
tiatives undertaken by SBI branches, including loan facilities,
deposit schemes, social welfare schemes, and insurance prod-
ucts. She encouraged the residents to actively avail themselves
of these services to meet their financial needs and improve their
overall financial well-being. Sri E. Tukaram, Hon’ble Member of
Parliament, urged the people of D Anthapura and surrounding vil-
lages to make full use of SBI’s presence in the village. 

Shri Praveen Kumar, Managing Director, Dedicated Freight
Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL), led a high-lev-
el field visit and on-site inspection of key Gati Shakti Multimodal
Cargo Terminals (GCTs) along
the Western Dedicated Freight
Corridor (WDFC) on 10.02.2026
(Tuesday). The inspection was
conducted onboard a railcar,
enabling close and real-time
assessment of the corridor sec-
tion and terminal infrastructure.
The visit aimed at reviewing ground-level execution, identifying
operational and infrastructure bottlenecks, and accelerating
the commissioning of GCTs to strengthen India’s trade and
logistics ecosystem under the PM Gati Shakti National Master
Plan.
During the inspection, the Managing Director held detailed
interactions with GCT operators to assess construction
progress, infrastructure readiness, operational preparedness,
and support required for early commissioning. Shri Praveen
Kumar reviewed the status of proposed and ongoing Gati
Shakti terminals across multiple locations and issued clear
directions to expedite infrastructure and construction works.
The inspection was attended by senior DFCCIL officials includ-
ing Sh. Shobhit Bhatnagar, Director (OP&BD); Sh. Anurag
Sharma, Director (Infra); and Shri Manish Kumar Awasthi,
Executive Director (Infra).
Key Officers from the Corporate Office, including Sh. S.P.
Verma, GGM (BD & BA); Sh. Prashant Kumar, GGM
(Mechanical); Sh. Vijay Kumar, JGM (Operations); Sh. Chandra
Shekhar, DGM (BD), and Sh. Rakesh Kr. AM/OP also accom-
panied the team.
Officers from field units, led by Sh. Anurag Yadav, CGM
(Noida), along with Sh. Shripal Yadav, Dy. CPM (S&T), Noida;
Sh. Sanjay Gupta, Dy. CPM (Civil); and Sh. Balbir Lamba,
JGM (Mech), Jaipur, and other senior officials from Civil,
Electrical, S&T, and Operations departments of Noida and
Jaipur Units, were present during the inspection.
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Mineral Exploration & Consultancy Limited (MECL), a
Government of India enterprise under the Ministry of Mines,
participated in Advantage Vidarbha 2026, held at the RTMNU
Campus, Amravati–Ambazari Road, Nagpur. The event brought
together representatives from government, industry, and acad-

emia to deliberate on oppor-
tunities for industrial devel-
opment and investment in the
Vidarbha region, including
the mineral and drilling sec-
tor.
During the event, Shri Indra
Dev Narayan, Chairman-
cum-Managing Director,

MECL, delivered a keynote address on 08 February 2026 on the
theme “Vidarbha: Emerging Hub for Critical Minerals and Rare
Earth Elements.” In his address, he highlighted the mineral
potential of the Vidarbha region, particularly in critical minerals
and rare earth elements and outlined MECL’s role in scientific
mineral exploration and drilling activities, with emphasis on sus-
tainable and technology-driven approaches.
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