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SDPI stages
protest in city

CHENNAI: Social Democrat-
ic Party of India on Wed-
nesday staged a protest in
front of the Chennai Col-
lectorate condemning the
arrest of its president M.K.
Faizi by the Directorate of
Enforcement.

Air passengers were initial-
ly relieved when it was an-
nounced that an additional
cab pick-up point would be
set up near the T1 domestic
terminal at Chennai Inter-
national Airport this
month. However, much to
their disappointment, they
will have to wait for anoth-
er two months for its open-
ing and, in the meantime,
continue to take the long
walk to the multi-level car
parking lot.

The delay is attributed
to the ongoing plaza and
landscaping work opposite
the T1 terminal. Passengers
�ying into the Chennai air-

port have had to struggle
to board a cab. As soon as
they exit the arrival hall,
they are forced to carry
their baggage to the se-
cond level of the parking
lot to get a cab.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) had drawn
�ak over this arrangement

and there had been a de-
luge of complaints from air
passengers on social media
platform X. This eventually
led to the decision to rein-
troduce a second cab pick-
up point opposite the T1
terminal, where it was ori-
ginally located.

‘Installing canopy’
AAI o�cials stated that
they were working on
sprucing up the area oppo-
site the T1 terminal with
landscaping and seating ar-
rangements, providing
passengers a place to sit
and relax. “We are placing
canopies now. Unfortu-
nately, it took us some time
to �nalise the design of the
canopy. After the canopy

collapse in Delhi, we want-
ed to make sure the ones
we install here were sturdy
and secure. Now, we are
facing a manpower issue,
which we are trying to re-
solve. By the end of April,
the landscaping work will
be completed, and in May,
the cab pick-up can begin
from this location,” an o�-
cial said. 

Sathish Galley, a fre-
quent �yer, said he re-
turned to Chennai from
Hyderabad last week and
found it tiresome to get to
the parking lot of the air-
port. “Walking to the mul-
ti-level parking lot with my
luggage after a delayed
�ight was extremely ex-
hausting,” he said. 

Flyers have to wait longer for second
cab pick-up point at Chennai airport 
Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

Passengers walking towards

the multi-level car parking at

the Chennai airport. 
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T
his year’s Union
Budget will pave
the way for a stron-

ger workforce and a grow-
ing economy, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said
here on Wednesday, while
addressing a post-Budget
webinar on boosting job
creation.

Mr. Modi said the vision
of investment in people
stood on three pillars —
education, skill and health-
care. The education sys-
tem was going through a
huge transformation after
several decades. “Big steps
like the National Education
Policy (NEP), expansion of
IITs, integration of technol-
ogy in the education sys-
tem, use of the full poten-
tial of Arti�cial Intelligence
(AI), digitisation of text-
books, work of providing
learning materials in 22 In-

dian languages, and many
such e�orts are going on in
mission mode. Due to
these, today India’s educa-
tion system is matching the
needs and parameters of
the 21st century world,” he
said. 

Industry-ready youth
He said the Centre had pro-
vided skill training to more
than three crore youth
since 2014. “We have an-

nounced plans to upgrade
1,000 industrial training
institutes (ITIs) and create
�ve centres of excellence.
Our aim is that the training
should be such that they
can meet the needs of our
industry,” he said. 

On announcing 10,000
additional medical seats in
the Budget, he said the
Centre had plans to add
75,000 medical seats in the
next �ve years. 

On tourism, Mr. Modi
said that apart from the ho-
tel industry and transport
sector, there were new op-
portunities for other sec-
tors as well. 

“Our health sector sta-
keholders should invest in
promoting health tourism,
grab this opportunity. We
should also use the full po-
tential of yoga and well-
ness tourism. We also have
a lot of scope in education
tourism,” he said.

On AI, he said the sector
could aid in the economy’s
growth by several lakh
crores of rupees. “There-
fore, we have to move fast
in this direction,” the
Prime Minister said. 

The government had ta-
ken several steps in this
budget to promote start-
ups, Mr. Modi said adding
that a corpus of ₹1 lakh
crore had been announced
to promote research and
innovation. 

Budget will pave way for
stronger workforce: Modi 

Preparing for future: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a

post-Budget webinar on boosting job creation. PTI 

He says current education system can meet needs of the 21st century world owing to steps such 

as NEP, expansion of IITs and tapping of AI; govt. looks to add 75,000 medical seats in �ve years 
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The Cabinet Committee on
Economic A�airs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on Wed-
nesday approved two ro-
peway projects in Uttarak-
hand, one connecting
Sonpryag and Kedarnath
and the other Govindghat
and Hemkund Sahib Gu-
rudwara. 

Expected to be built at a
cost of ₹7,000 crore under
the National Ropeways De-
velopment Programme,
Parvatmala Pariyojana, the
ropeways will cut travel
time to the pilgrimage sites
situated over 3,500 metres
above sea level.

The 12.4-km Govindgh-
at-Hemkund Sahib rope-
way will be developed in a
design, build, �nance, op-
erate and transfer (DBFOT)
mode at a total capital cost
of ₹2,730.13 crore. “Cur-
rently, the journey to Hem-
kund Sahib is a challenging
21-km uphill trek from Go-
vindghat and covered on
foot or on ponies or in pa-
lanquins,” said a govern-
ment communique. 

The proposed ropeway
will provide convenience
to pilgrims visiting the
gurdwara which remains
open for about �ve months
a year between May and
September, with 1.5 to 2
lakh pilgrims visiting an-
nually. The ropeway will
help tourists visiting the
Valley of Flowers, a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site lo-

cated in the Garhwal
Himalayas.

Passenger capacity
“The ropeway is planned
to be developed in public-
private partnership and
will be based on Monoca-
ble Detachable Gondola
[system] from Govindghat
to Ghangaria (10.55 km),
seamlessly integrated with
the most advanced Trica-
ble Detachable Gondola
(3S) technology from
Ghangaria to Hemkund Sa-
hib Ji (1.85 km) with a de-
sign capacity of 1,100 pas-
sengers per hour per
direction carrying 11,000
passengers per day,” it
added.

The 12.9-km ropeway
from Sonprayag to Kedar-
nath will be constructed at
a cost of ₹4,081.28 crore.
To be built with a similar
technology, the Kedarnath
ropeway will be able to car-
ry 18,000 passengers a day.
This ropeway will reduce
the current travel time of
eight to nine hours to
around 36 minutes. 

Pilgrims on the route
either take helicopters or
ponies from Gaurikund to
Kedarnath or walk along a
16-km uphill path to the
temple.

Ropeway projects in
Kedarnath, Hemkund
Sahib get Centre nod
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

They will be built at
a cost of ₹7,000
crore under the
National Ropeways
Development
Programme

In compliance with a Su-
preme Court order deli-
vered on February 25, the
Bihar Legislative Council
on Wednesday reinstated
the membership of RJD
leader Sunil Kumar Singh
in the Council.

Mr. Singh’s membership
was terminated last year af-
ter he mocked Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar. Follow-
ing this, a byelection was
announced to the vacant
post.

Last Tuesday, the Su-
preme Court reinstated Mr.
Singh to the Council, set-
ting aside the Election
Commission noti�cation
for a byelection to the seat.

Mr. Singh had written a
letter to Council Chairman
Awadhesh Narain Singh on
Monday, urging him to
reinstate him immediately
as non-compliance may
amount to contempt of
court.

The Council Chairman
o�cially made the an-
nouncement following
which Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Council, Rabri
Devi, expressed her grati-
tude towards Mr.
Awadhesh.

“In compliance with the
Supreme Court order dat-
ed 25-02-2025, Sunil Ku-
mar is being reinstated as
the member of Bihar Legis-
lative Council,” Mr. Awad-
hesh said.

Bihar Council
Chairman
reinstates
membership
of RJD leader
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The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Wednesday
said the “increasing num-
ber of stampedes at rail-
way stations and other pu-
blic places” was a matter of
great concern, and there
was a need to think of ways
to prevent such tragedies.

Mr. Gandhi urged peo-
ple to share suggestions on
the ‘Awaaz Bharat Ki (the
voice of India)’ portal to
improve crowd manage-
ment and strengthen
security.

“We need to think to-
gether about how to pre-
vent such tragedies,” Mr.
Gandhi said in a post on X,
adding, “We will listen to
the voice of India!” 

Recent interaction
He posted a video of his re-
cent interaction with por-
ters, who had risked their
lives to help passengers
during the stampede at the
New Delhi Railway Station
on February 15. At least 18
people were killed in the
incident. 

He thanked them for
saving many lives and
helping in the relief work,
and assured them of “plac-
ing their demands before
the government”. 

“‘On some days, we
don’t even have money to
eat. We either send money
home or eat food.’ Our por-
ter brothers are forced to
live in such di�culties,”
Mr. Gandhi said, quoting
one of the porters, in the X
post accompanying the vi-
deo. “I will put their de-
mands before the govern-
ment and �ght with all my
might for their rights,” the
Congress leader added. 

Rahul vows
to �ght for
the rights
of porters

Rahul Gandhi
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Amid allegations of anoma-
lies in voter lists raised by
the Opposition parties, the
Election Commission has
decided to deploy a uni�ed
Information Technology
architecture with a custo-
mised dashboard to facili-
tate di�erent stakeholders
and minimise human er-
ror. 

The single-window plat-
form will streamline input
and output of information
with role-based access.
This will ensure smooth
communication between
the functionaries with in-
built cross veri�cation to
minimise any human er-
ror, the EC said after a two-
day conference of Chief
Electoral O�cers of the
States and Union Territo-

ries. Among the key deliv-
erables arrived at during
the conference here were
animated video, audio
book, e-book and an inte-
grated dashboard for each
of the identi�ed 28 stake-
holders as per existing stat-
utory framework and EC

instructions issued from
time to time. 

Animated videos 
“Adopting a modern ap-
proach to capacity build-
ing, a capsule of animated
videos will be produced for
each stakeholder, compre-

hensively covering all as-
pects of elections related to
them. These animated vi-
deos will be a handy way
for each stakeholder for
self-paced continuous
learning,” the poll body
said in a statement. 

With an aim to deploy-
ing technology to bring in
system e�ciencies in elec-
tions, it was decided that a
uni�ed IT architecture
with a customised dash-
board would be devised to
facilitate di�erent stake-
holders. 

The commission also
signalled to the Chief Elec-
toral O�cers that a re-
newed energy be chan-
nelled into strengthening
communication at CEO
and DEO levels for quick
response to misinforma-
tion and local issues within
their domain. 

Amid charges of anomalies, EC to
use digital platform to reduce errors
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Key decisions: Election Commission members at a conference of

Chief Electoral O�icers of States and Union Territories. X/@ECISVEEP
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